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than this, you had sufficient ground to have taken some interest for my
safety. Every motive arising from recollection ought to have suggested
to you the consistency of such a measure. But. I cannot find that you have
so much as directed an enquiry to he made whether I was in prison or at
liberty, dead or alive; what the cause of that imprisonment was, or
whether there was any service or assistance you could render. Is this
what I ought to have expected from America, after (he part I have acted
towards her? Or will it redound to her honor or to your's that I tell the
story? I do not hesitate to say, that you have not served America with
more fidelity, or greater steal, or more disinterestedness, than myself, and
perhaps not with better effect. After the revolution of America had hftn
established, you rested at home to partake its advantages, and 1 ventured
into new scenes of difficulty to extend the principles which that revolu-
tion had produced. In the progress of events, you behold yourself a presi-
dent in America, and me a prisoner in France; yon folded your arms,
forgot your friend, and became silent.
"As every thing t have been doing in Kurojx* was connected with my
wishes for the prosperity of America, I ought to In1 the more surprised
at this conduct on the part of her government. It leaves me but one mode
of explanation, which is, that vtnyy iking i$ nvt an it wtght to he twwngst
you> and that the presence of a man who might disapprove, and who had
credit enough with the country to be heard ami Wievcd, was not wished
for. This was the ornjrating motive with the despotic faction that im-
prisoned me in France, (though the pretence was, that I xvas a foreigner,)
and those that have been silent and inactive towards me in America, ap-
pear to me to have acted from the same motive, It is impassible for me
to discover any other,
"After the part I litwe taken in the revolution of America, it is natural
that I feel interested in whatever relates to her character and prosperity,
Though J am not on the sjx>t to see what is Immediately acting there,
I see some part of what she Is acting in Kurope, Fur your own &iKe, as
well as for that of America, I was both surprised ami concerned at the
appointment of Governeur Morris, to be Minister to France, 1 Jin nwduet
has proved, that the opinion I had formed of that appointment was well
founded. I wrote that opinion to Mr, Jefferson at the time, awl 1 wan
frank enough to say the same thing to Morris, that it w$ <w unlwiumtG
appointment. His prating, insignificant jxwijxi,sity rendered him at once
offensive, suspected, and ridiculous; and his total neglect of all busin&ts,
had so disgusted the Americans, that they proposed drawing up a protest
against him. He carried this neglect to smch an extreme, that it was neces-